
Can you believe the Holiday Season is here already?  It feels like this year has passed us 

by so quickly and it could be because of all the projects and activities going on at Cedar-

wood.  

In 2009, the Board approved over $600,000 towards capital improvements.  We used 

$100,000 towards the relining of our sewers.  We will continue with this project next 

year along with our rear porch replacement program.  In 2010, courts C-1, C-2, and D-10 

will be getting new porches.  Other projects that were completed this year includes the 

replacement of the Acorn Windows for seven units, parking lot tear outs and replace-

ment in courts D-11 and D-12, replacement of roof and gutters for four buildings, side-

walk tripping hazard repairs throughout the property, building tuck-pointing as needed, 

re-striping of 19 courts, removal of a few dead trees and several tree stumps, replace-

ment of 21 furnaces, including the commercial roof top furnace at the Cedarwood Cen-

ter.  Next year, we anticipate an even busier year.  A budget packet was recently deliv-

ered to all units.  Please take the time to read this important information and call the 

office if you have any questions.  

Even though the weather has been mild and cooperative, be prepared and don’t be 

caught off guard.  Winterize.  Remember to disconnect your hoses to prevent pipes from 

freezing. As a courtesy to your mail carriers, and according to the House and Grounds 

Manual, we ask that you remove any snow within 24 hours.  After a 2‖ snowfall, our 

snow removal contractors will be out to shovel the snow on the main sidewalks (Cedar, 

Dogwood and Western).  When you hear the plow truck in your court, be courteous and 

kindly move your vehicles so that we may clear your parking spaces for you.  Don’t wait 

to call after the plows are gone.  They have many other areas to plow.  We also want to 

remind you to clear your porches and back yards of any seasonal chairs or toys.  This 

includes plastic resin tables, chairs, bikes, flower pots, etc.  Blizzard-like conditions will 

carry these resin tables for hundreds of feet and I’m sure you’ll agree, this creates an 

eyesore.  Thanks to all of you that work hard on your yards.  Due to your hard work, 

Cedarwood won a beautification award again this year!   

For added safety measures, we increased lighting throughout the property including 

Cedar Park.  Since it gets dark earlier, we encourage all members to turn the porch 

lights on and to report any suspicious activity to the police and the co-op office.  The Vil-

lage of Park Forest will be removing the gazebo at Cedar Park in the spring.  They will 

relocate it at the aqua center. 

As the New Year begins, Management is prepping to obtain bids for Property Insurance 

renewal quotes.  These bids will be presented at our board meeting on January 21st.  

Management will also begin unit inspections once again.   Last month, the board an-

nounced that the December Board Meeting is cancelled.  

Finally, as you all celebrate this holiday season with the variety of traditions, the Cedar-

wood Staff wishes you harmony, prosperity, and happiness for you and your families.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Mary Arroyo-Ortiz, Property Manager 
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Deer Killed On Dogwood 
Use extra caution when driving 

Cedarwood Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 13. 4-7pm at 

Cedarwood Center 

Marketing Committee 

Meeting on Thursday Night 

Board Approves 2010 
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Cedarwood Awarded Beau-

tification Honor 
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& January 1 
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Maintenance Minute 
It is cold outside, and loving every bit of it!  Rumor says it’s going to be ice cold.  Actually, I’ve heard from a 

few sources that it’s really going to be cold- very, very cold, very, very frigid, with a lot of snow. 

As a friendly reminder, always change your furnace filter every month and adjust your thermostat accord-

ingly for operation efficiency and energy savings.   Also, check your batteries in your smoke detectors and 

Carbon Monoxide alarms.  It’s not just for your safety, but your neighbor’s safety as well. 

Some of the highlights of this past fall are as follows: 

All Pro Paving has completed the reconstruction of the asphalt and curbs in court parking lots D -11 and D -12.  

Also, they completed all pot -hole patching in the common area of the courts.  Over 80 Pot holes were repaired.  

DNR Construction and Pella Windows have completed the installation of windows for 7 units at the following 

addresses:  30 Cedar, 28 Dogwood, 163 Dogwood, 453 Dogwood, 7 Garman, 28 Garman, and 3403 Western.  

New gutters and downspouts were installed at 388 -398 Dogwood, in court D -9. 

 

26 Spruce trees were trimmed back to be compliant with village ordinance.  

 

Stump grinding was completed for 17 stumps on the property.  

 

Dusk to dawn lights and motion detector lights have been installed throughout Cedarwood property.   

 

Furnace clean and checks have been completed for 186 units.   

 

Lights for the Cedarwood sign have been installed on Western and Cedar.   

 

Re-painting of the stripes and addresses has been completed for all of Cedarwood by our maintenance staff.   

 

The rooftop furnace for Cedarwood Center will be installed on December 3.   

 

The Maintenance staff is doing a great job in completing work orders.  If you have any 

repair needs, please feel free to contact the office. 

 

Have an enjoyable winter season and Happy Holidays!  

Tony Hernandez 

Maintenance Manager 

Important Phone Numbers 

Management Office: (708) 747-3833 

Emergency Maintenance: (708) 747-4422   

EMERGENCY POLICE or FIRE:  911 

Non-Emergency Police:  (708) 748-4700 

Village Hall: (708) 748-1112   

NICOR: (708) 756-5100 

Commonwealth Edison: (708) 339-9700 

P.F. Water Department: (708) 748-1112 

Jolly Trolley: (708) 748-4433 

JULIE: (800) 892-0123   
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All submissions should be 250 words or less and must be signed by the member.  

The deadline for submitting articles, event information, recipes and photos is 

February 25, 2009.  You may request that your name be withheld from actual 

publication. 

The Cedarpost staff reserves the right to edit for content and form.  Submissions 

may be sent in writing or on computer disk in Microsoft Word format or                        

e-mailed to info@mycedarwood.com.  Ads placed for grass cutting, and selling of 

personal items are free to Cedarwood members. 

Advertisements for profit making businesses and services will be placed upon 

receipt of payment in the following amounts. 

Full Page $50.00 

1/2 Page $30.00 

1/4 Page $18.00 

Less than 10 lines $10.00 

VOLUNTEERS needed  

Cedarwood Committees, 

Events, & The Cedarpost 

If interested, contact office 

A large beautiful mirror 
for sale, a set of match-
ing table lamps for sale. 

Please call (708) 668-3589 

Thanks to this issue’s 

contributors Mary, To-

ny, Billie, and Sara.  

Next issue: February  

A Letter to the Editor 
To the Editor and Staff, 

This is a big thank you to Cedarwood Co-op for our new back porches and the 

―green grass‖ that is growing and doing well. It looks so different from the old 

porches and Don and Murphy are enjoying sitting out and enjoying the weather 

and visiting with our neighbors. We put in a new patio and enjoy it also and it is 

so easy to keep clean (if only the leaves would co-operate!!). 

We also had new banisters put in from upstairs to down stairs and have really 

enjoyed it. Thanks Vera for telling us about it and to the maintenance men for 

installing it. It is a great tool for older folks. 

Cedarwood is looking good except for the trash of sandwich papers, glass, whisky 

bottles and junk - if everyone - old and young - would take the time to not throw 

down things and walk away– what a place we would have to show off. The dogs 

are leaving their ―business‖ also but that isn’t the dog’s problem but the walkers 

and owners. Let’s try to clean up after the animals and make our area look beauti-

ful. A nice place to live starts with pride and work. 

Have a nice day. 

Sincerely, The Thompson’s 
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Neighborhood Safety Concerns 
Many members have expressed concern over safety issues and the perceived increase in suspicious activity in and 

around Cedarwood    

Crime is a community problem, so crime prevention must be a community effort. 

If at any time you see any suspicious activity or witness a crime, please contact the Park Forest Police Depart-

ment immediately.  Members do not have to identify themselves when placing this call.  If the situation is urgent 

and you call 911 , you will be identified but can ask that the police keep your identity anonymous. 

We ask that Members leave on both the front and back porch lights, and keep the bushes and shrubs around their 

unit trimmed, especially under windows and near doors. 

The best way for us to keep our neighborhood a safe place to live is to be aware of what is going on, and report any-

thing that may be suspicious.  

Crime Prevention Tips: 

¶ Make sure that all windows and doors are properly secured at all times 

¶ Get to know your neighbors and their habits.   

¶ Install window treatments that obstruct the view into your home. 

¶ Stay alert and tuned into your surroundings wherever you are.  If something seems out of the ordinary, contact 

the police. 

¶ If you will be out of town, place your lights on an automatic timer and don’t forget to have your mail and newspa-

per delivery stopped. 

¶ Turn on the lights and a radio or TV to make it look like someone is home, even if you aren’t. 

¶ Leave porch lights on. 

¶ Secure valuables (car, motorcycle, lawn mowers, snow blowers, bicycles, gas grills, etc.)  

A great recipe for homemade deer repellant 
2 beaten and strained eggs— strain them to remove the white strings surrounding the yolk, which otherwise will 

plug up your sprayer).  

1 cup milk, yogurt, buttermilk, or sour milk 

2 tsp. Tabasco sauce or cayenne pepper 

20 drops essential oil of clove, cinnamon, or eucalyptus, found in small bottles at health food stores 

1 tsp. cooking oil or dormant oil  

1 tsp. liquid dish soap 

Top off the tank with water and pump it up. Shake the sprayer occasionally and mist onto dry foliage. One applica-

tion will last for 2 to 4 weeks in dry weather.  This recipe will make one gallon to share with friends and neighbors. 


